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SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS:  California attorney with hands-on experience and a long record of achievement in complex employment, business, and commercial real estate litigation matters in federal and state courts. Graduated from the University of Notre Dame Law School in the top one-third of the class. Areas of expertise:
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● Legal and Factual Research and Analysis
● Pleadings and Pleading Motions
● Motion Practice, including Dispositive Motions
● Discovery, Discovery Plans, and Discovery Motions
● Depositions, including Expert Depositions

● First Level Electronic Document Review
● Second Level Quality Control and Privilege Review
● Mediation and Arbitration
● Trial Preparation
● Proficient in Westlaw, LexisNexis, and others


SELECT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· Recommended law and motion strategy based on conclusions drawn from legal research and analysis of fraud and breach of contract claims; resulted in favorable settlement of multi-million dollar real estate purchase and sale dispute brought against client, defendant seller of hotel.
· Represented plaintiff provider of environmental services in action against competitor and former employee for breach of contract, misappropriation of trade secrets, and unfair competition; took deposition of former employee and secured admission that she had stolen client’s customer list and engaged in other tortious conduct; admission resulted in settlement favorable to client.
· Drafted and argued successful motion to dismiss RICO cause of action in breach of contract and ERISA suit brought against client reinsurance company in United States District Court; later drafted summary judgment motion, securing complete resolution of remaining contract and tort claims in favor of client.

LEGAL EXPERIENCE

STONE | DEAN; Woodland Hills, California
● Senior Associate (April 2024 – Present)
Represent business and government entities in employment and business litigation matters in federal and state court. Provide counseling to business and government entities and individuals regarding compliance with employment laws and regulations, including the protection of trade secrets. Employment litigation matters include the defense of entities in matters alleging the misclassification of employees as independent contractors, violations of wage and hour laws and regulations, as well as discrimination and retaliation.

THARPE & HOWELL; Sherman Oaks, California
● Litigation Associate (January 2023 – December 2023)
Represented business entities in business and employment litigation matters in federal and state courts. Business litigation matters included complex breach of contract and fraud actions. Employment litigation matters included the defense of companies in matters alleging the misclassification of employees as independent agents, wrongful termination, discrimination, and retaliation. Responsibilities included:
· Legal and Factual Research and Analysis and Preparation of Memoranda
· Interview of Clients and Third Party Witnesses in Connection with Factual Investigations and Discovery
· Preparation of Pleadings, Pleading Motions, and Related Meet and Confer Correspondence
· Drafting of Discovery Requests, Responses, and Motions, and Related Meet and Confer Letters
· Review of Documents in Preparation for Depositions, Motion Practice, and Arbitrations

K.P. ROBERTS & ASSOCIATES; Woodland Hills, California
● Litigation Associate (April 2020 – September 2022)
Represented companies in business and employment litigation matters in federal and state courts. Business litigation matters included complex breach of contract, fraud, unfair competition, and trade secrets actions. Employment litigation matters involved the defense of business entities in matters alleging wrongful termination, discrimination, retaliation, and wage and hour violations. Responsibilities included:
· Legal and Factual Research and Analysis and Preparation of Memoranda
· Interview of Clients and Third Party Witnesses in Connection with Factual Investigations and Discovery
· Preparation of Pleadings, Pleading Motions, and Related Meet and Confer Letters
· Drafting of Discovery Requests, Responses, and Motions and Related Meet and Confer Correspondence
· Review of Documents in Preparation for Depositions, Motion Practice, Mediations, Arbitrations, and Trials

CONTRACT BUSINESS LITIGATION ATTORNEY; Los Angeles, California
(August 2000 – March 2020)
Represented companies and individuals in business, commercial, and real estate litigation matters in federal and state courts. Matters included complex breach of contract, fraud and other business torts, unfair competition, and breach of lease agreement actions. Also represented companies and individuals in business, corporate, and real estate transactional matters. Responsibilities included:
· First and Second Level Electronic Review of Documents, including Quality Control and Privilege Review
· Legal and Factual Research and Analysis and Preparation of Memoranda
· Preparation of Pleadings, Pleading Motions, and Related Meet and Confer Correspondence
· Drafting of Discovery Requests, Responses, Motions, and Related Meet and Confer Letters
· Conduct and Defense of Depositions
· Court Appearances
· Conduct of Mediations
· Negotiation and Preparation of Business and Real Estate Contracts
· Preparation of Corporate Documents

● A complete list of litigation and document review projects is available upon request.

HAHN & BOLSON; Los Angeles, California
● Transactional and Litigation Associate (August 1999 – June 2000)
Advised clients in business and real estate transactions and negotiated and prepared corporate and transactional documents. Responsibilities included the preparation of licensing and distribution agreements on behalf of software manufacturers, the preparation of promissory notes on behalf of commercial creditors, the preparation of amendments to leases on behalf of commercial real estate landlords and tenants, the preparation of rules and regulations on behalf of commercial landlords, as well as the preparation of revisions and amendments to corporate by-laws and operating agreements. Also represented companies in business, commercial, and real estate litigation matters, including complex breach of contract and fraud actions, in federal and state courts.

SHUWA INVESTMENTS CORPORATION; Los Angeles, California
● Assistant Vice President and Counsel (February 1998 – October 1998)
● Associate Counsel (April 1996 – February 1998)
Represented leading Japanese commercial real estate company with 33 office properties and a total of 10.3 million square feet in the United States in litigation matters, including breach of contract, fraud, and complex commercial unlawful detainers. Responsibilities also included the establishment of litigation budgets, goals, and strategies as well as the coordination of the investigation, discovery, trial, and resolution of litigation matters with asset management, accounting, and property management teams and outside counsel.

DEMETRIOU, DEL GUERCIO, SPRINGER & MOYER; Los Angeles, California
● Litigation Associate (October 1992 – February 1996)
Represented companies and government entities in business, unfair competition, trade secrets, commercial real estate, eminent domain, inverse condemnation, and environmental litigation matters in federal and state courts, including:  represented parties in breach of contract, fraud, and other commercial litigation matters; represented property owners and manufacturers in actions for recovery of response costs under CERCLA; represented parties in actions involving compliance with CEQA; represented property owners and manufacturers in common law actions involving contaminated property; represented groups of small oil refiners in actions brought by large oil refiners to invalidate extensions granted to small refiners to comply with state fuel specification regulations; represented government entities in acquisitions of properties for station sites for Metro Rail Project; represented government agencies and property owners in inverse condemnation matters.
ASTOR & PHILLIPS; Los Angeles, California
● Litigation Associate (June 1991 – October 1992)
Represented companies and individuals in business, real estate, inverse condemnation, and land use matters, including:  represented parties in breach of contract, fraud. and other commercial litigation; represented property owners and developers in eminent domain, inverse condemnation, and school facilities fees litigation; represented property owners in partition, prescriptive easement, and other real estate litigation, in federal and state courts.

PARKER, MILLIKEN, CLARK, O’HARA & SAMUELIAN; Los Angeles, California
● Litigation Associate (August 1989 – April 1991)
● Summer Associate 1988
Represented companies and government entities in business, commercial, eminent domain, and land use litigation as well as complex class action matters in federal and state courts, including:  represented government entity in complex class action matter involving housing and government benefits issues; represented insurance carrier in ERISA dispute in United States District Court.

EDUCATION

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME LAW SCHOOL; Notre Dame, Indiana
Juris Doctor, May 1989 (top one-third of graduating class)
Journal:	Editorial Board Member, Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics, and Public Policy (1987 – 1989)
Publication:	Corporation of Presiding Bishop v. Amos:  The Supreme Court and Religious Discrimination by Religious Educational Institutions, 3 Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics, and Public Policy 629 (1988); cited by Third Circuit in Little v. Wuerl, 929 F.2d 944 (3d Cir. 1991)
[bookmark: _Hlk115871563]Honors:	Thomas J. White Scholarship
	Semi-Finalist, Client Counseling Competition
Study Abroad:	Notre Dame Concannon of International Law, London, England (Summer 1987)

SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY; Santa Clara, California
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy, Cum Laude, June 1986
Honors:	University Honors Program (Top 5% of Entering Freshmen)
		Alpha Sigma Nu (National Jesuit Honor Society) (Academic Achievement and Community Service)
		Presidential Scholarship (Awarded for Academic Achievement)
		Dean’s List

COURT ADMISSIONS

State Bar of California (December 1989)
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit (December 1989)
United States District Court for the Central District of California (December 1989)
United States District Court for the Southern District of California (September 2021)

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

Member, Board of Directors, Notre Dame Club of Los Angeles (Since February 2020)

Sustaining Member, Junior League of Los Angeles (Since 2017)
Leadership:	Member, Focus Areas Working Group (2022 – 2023; 2021 – 2022)
Training:	Graduate, Leadership Development Institute (Graduated 2018)

Active Member, Junior League of Los Angeles (2013 – 2017; 2002 – 2011)
Leadership:	Chair, Project Research and Development Committee (2015 – 2016)
		Member, Project Evaluation Committee (2015 – 2016)
		Chair, Grandparents as Parents Committee (2009 – 2010)
		Chair, Downtown Women’s Center Committee (2008 – 2009)
		Co-Chair, Training Team (2004 – 2005)
Training:	Graduate, Board Fellows Program (Graduated 2014)

